Alternate Assessment Guidelines – Who should participate?









Which students should take an alternate assessment?





Basic Assumption:


-	The vast majority of students with disabilities should be able to participate in the regular State assessment with appropriate and allowable accommodations, if needed.





A small number of students should participate in alternate assessment.





Federal Policy for purpose of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)


Use of alternate achievement standards at state and


LEA levels may not exceed 1% of tested population with


maximum positive impact for AYP








Which students should take an alternate assessment?





IEP team determination


-	Decision based on individual needs of the student, NOT


	the category of the disability





Follow Ohio Guidelines for Participation in Alternate


Assessment.




















Appropriate for students with severe disabilities





-	In most cases, this means students with cognitive


	disabilities





However, this is NOT exclusive of other disability


	conditions








Ohio Guidelines for Participation in Alternate Assessment:  


Criteria to Assist IEP Teams




















Severe limitations documented in evaluation team report.





Instruction chiefly focused on acquisition of essential life skills





-	Generally not appropriate for students engaged in


	general curriculum without significant modification.





Appropriate for students who require the highest


level of individualized instruction.





Ohio Guidelines for Participation in Alternate Assessment:  


Criteria to Assist IEP Teams




















If alternate assessment is appropriate for a student, that


student would participate in alternate assessment “across


the board” (i.e., in all subject areas)





Determination should be reviewed annually.








Ohio Guidelines for Participation in Alternate Assessment:  


Criteria to Assist IEP Teams








